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concerned with the management of Sikh places of
worship and the endowments attached thereto. As
such, it was a transferred subject, but as it developed
it had very important reactions on Law and Order,
and as such it vitally affected the reserved department
of Law and Order.	.
43 So as I follow, the minister, who would be in charge of the transferred topic of religious endowments, could not handle the crisis so far as religious endowments were concerned as though it was his own special duty, but was bound to get into the closest contact with the member, who would be in charge of the department of Law and Order ?—Yes.
44. That is the point, is it ?—Yes ; and eventually,
 by Government on the commissioners to see that the grants are properly expended, and are not diverted, as is not infrequently the case, to purposes for which they have not been given, and in the recent examination of the resources and requirements of district boards I think I am correct in saying that the commissioners have taken a not unimportant part.
60. That check over expenditure is also done by another agency, and that is the Local Fund Audit department ?—I think the functions of audit are rather different from the functions of supervision, by the commissioner.
 
46. Lord Burnham : I have one question to ask in continuation of the witness's last piece of evidence. I should like to ask Mm whether he wishes us to understand, as his considered opinion, that in spite of any theoretical objections the system of diarchy has proved a workable and satisfactory compromise in Government in this province ?—I think all I would be prepared to say is that owing to the reasonableness of the members and ministers who have had to work the system, it has been possible to work it satisfactorily and without friction.
 48.	Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan :   May I ask
you, with regard to the functions of the commissioners,
whether the appeal lies always with the Financial
Commissioner ?—Do you mean in revenue cases ?.
 49.	Yes.—I am afraid I could not say off-hand,
but I should say in most cases an appeal would lie
to the Financial Commissioner, not in all cases.
 50.	With regard to the village headman, does the
appeal lie to the  Financial  Commissioner?—Yes,
generally.
 51.	In certain cases I believe there is an appeal
from the, assistant collector to the  deputy  coin-'
missioner, and then another appeal to the commis
sioner, and a revision or appeal to the Financial
Commissioner ?—Yes.
 52.	That means three appeals in revenue cases ?
—Yes, but the right to make appeal is not always
exercised, and the fact that there is an appellate
authority between the collector and the Financial
Commissioner very much reduces the appellate work
of the Financial Commissioner.

 53.	I suppose you were chairman of your district
local board ?—Yes.
 54.	Have you had any experience where the com
missioner has turned down the budget, of the district
board?—I have had experience where he sent it
back and asked for it to be reconsidered.
 55.	On a technical ground ?—On,the general ground
of finance, that the local board was either over
estimating its income,  including in it sources of
income which were not there, or that it was exceeding
its resources on the side of	 J" -' -'
 65.	Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan :   With regard
to diarchy, did I understand you correctly that it
was not the merit of the system, but the personal
element which made a success of it in this province ?
-—That was the impression I desired to convey;   or,
rather, that if the personal factor had not contributed
towards the adjustment required by diarchy it might
easily have broken down.
Lord Burnham : I understand it entirely in the latter sense.
66.	Raja Narendra Nath : At page 190,* para. 36,
you describe the ministers and the members that
have been appointed since the Reforms scheme was
introduced ?—Yes.
67.	In each council, each community was repre
sented either in the Executive Council or in the
ministry ?—Yea,
72.	Will you give us your view as to paragraph 42,
page 194 * ?—I was then a district officer, and I
am afraid I had no knowledge  either indirect ot
direct of that matter.
Raja Narendra Nath: This tact was brought to the. notice of Government by a memorial submitted by 28 members of the council in August, 1922, and some correspondence took place between me and Government. May I put that on the file, sir ? The fact is not mentioned in the Report.
The Chairman : Perhaps you will let me see the file.t and I '-will see what the fact is.
Raja Narendra Nath,: Very well, sir.
73.	Dr, Narang :   With respect to  the commis
sioners, do you know that in the council several
times speeches have been made asking for the aboli
tion of the'office of the commissioner ?—-That is so,
yes.
 74.	These powers which- the commissioner exer
cises he has exercised both before and after the
introduction of the Reforms scheme ?—That is so.
 75.	No reduction in Ms functions has taken place
since the appointment of ministers for local self-
government, or other ministers ?—Not so far as 1
can remember' at the moment, but I would h'ke to
make it clear that-£he view of Government is that
since the Reforms both his responsibilities and Ms
usefulness have very much increased.
 76.	Has it not been said very often from the
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